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Local News

Readers still
want standards
in journalism

COMMUNITY

‘Mama’

just keeps
on giving

STEVE HENSON
Managing Editor

Last weekend, I wrote
about how The Chieftain
had again followed its
policy of not printing the
names of individuals arrested for incest or incestrelated crimes.
The reason? To protect
the victims.
But other media not
only released the names,
they went into the suspects’ neighborhood,
showed a street sign
where the couple lived,
even showed the nearby
school.
The Chieftain, on the
other hand, wrote the
story in detail, but did not
name the suspects, did not
print their photos, did not
print where they lived —
not even a neighborhood.
So I asked you, the readers of The Chieftain, to let
us know if you think we
were wrong, whether we
should just resign ourselves to today’s “everything goes” age, and just
print the news with no
regard to consequences.
I received several dozen
calls, emails and tweets.
The resounding response:
Not no, but hell no!
Here are some typical
comments:
Thank you for your
stand and the paper’s policy of not publishing the
names of incest victims.
Incest victims, even very
young ones, are affected
by that experience for
their whole life.
. . . I have known several victims of incest.
Some have had to experience the disbelief of the
other parent and made to
believe it is their fault. I
have been in Al-Anon for
32 years. I have lost count
of the number of victims
who have tried to escape
their memories with
drugs and alcohol. Suicide
is not uncommon.
. . . In 99 percent of those
cases, a limited number
of people are aware of
their situation. When you
throw porn and publicity
into the mix, the victim
is faced with humiliation
and ﬁnger-pointing. Facebook and Twitter escalates the pain and many
times triggers suicide.
Most of the media do
not comprehend the
meaning of the word
integrity.
When words such as
integrity, statesman, ethics, the idea of the Golden
Rule of treating others as
you would expect to be
treated if your roles were
reversed are viewed as
something quaint to be
shared on a slow news
day, we all lose.
The Information Age
has brought us rapidity at
the expense of accuracy,
SEE HENSON, 2B

12th annual fun day
great for children
BY JON POMPIA
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN
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Melissa Alcon serves lunch during the 12th annual Mama’s Fun Day at the
park in Eastwood Heights on Saturday.

Dakota Lujan Reyes, 7, munches on nachos Saturday at the fun day.

For a woman who
never wanted to see a
child hungry or unhappy, it was a glowing
tribute.
Mama’s Fun Day,
launched by the late
Mary “Mama” Jaramillo
and her husband Floyd
12 years ago, drew a
steady stream of youngsters and their guardians to St. Anne’s Park
in Eastwood Heights
Saturday.
Sponsored by the
Jaramillo family with
assistance from the
Brother and Sisterhood
of Bikers and various
donors, Mama’s Fun
Day provided children
with most everything
needed for an enjoyable
afternoon.
There was a meal of
hot dogs, nachos, pasta
salad and cupcakes,
face painting and gunnysack races, a welloccupied bounce house,
free books courtesy of
the Patrick A. Lucero
Library and a visit from
Pueblo police and firefighters.
“My mother used to
run Mama’s Cocina restaurant and she never
wanted to see anyone
go hungry, especially
kids,” said Melissa
Alcon, Mary’s daughter.
“Giving free food to the
kids was all right with
her.”
Alcon said the day
of fun was started by
her mother in 2003 so
that the community’s
children could spend an

My mother used to
run Mama’s Cocina
restaurant and she never
wanted to see anyone go
hungry, especially kids.
MELISSA ALCON,
MARY’S DAUGHTER

afternoon together and
enjoy a meal. After she
died in 2009, the family continued the event
“because we felt it was
important to continue
her legacy, which is
to give back,” Alcon
explained.
Pointing out four placards emblazoned with
“love,” “faith,” “hope”
and “unity,” Floyd Jaramillo said, “This will
always be our theme
because the world needs
more of all these things.
My wife and I have
always tried to do all we
could for the children of
the community.”
And Saturday’s offering was obviously
appreciated by the little
ones, who bounced from
the bounce house to
the face painting table
to food line to the book
giveaway with abandon.
“I’m sure glad we
found out about this
event,” said Eastwood
Heights resident Natasha Gehrett, whose
seven children eagerly
picked out books before
SEE MAMA, 2B
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EPA testing itself with Superfund yard sampling
Cleanup could change with new CDC lead standard
BY PETER ROPER
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

Last month, contractors for the federal Environmental Protection
Agency began soil tests
in the yards of people
living near the old Colorado Smelter site — an
initial testing of just 12
yards in what is now
a milewide Superfund
study area on the South
Side.
What the EPA is look-

ing for are yards where
the amount of lead in the
dirt is above 400 parts
per million and arsenic
is above 23 ppm. Those
are screening levels EPA
is using to identify contamination that poses a
health risk.
Now that the Colorado
Smelter area is on the
federal Superfund list for
cleaning up, it’s almost
certain yards with those
(or higher) amounts of
lead or arsenic will get
cleaned, meaning soil

What the EPA is
looking for are yards
where the amount of
lead in the dirt is above
400 parts per million
and arsenic is above 23
ppm.
dug out and replaced.
While EPA expects
to sample yards for
several years, there are

1,400 properties within
the current Colorado
Smelter study zone, the
dozen yards they tested
in May were a trial run
for the agency as well.
Sabrina Forrest, EPA
manager for the Colorado Smelter site, said the
soil samples taken are
being tested and then
tested again. One reason
is the agency wants to
know if the ﬁeld-testing
equipment they are using is as accurate and
reliable as sending soil

samples to more traditional laboratories.
Forrest said the multiple testing results can
also help the agency
streamline the process.
The soil tests are
examining more than
just lead and arsenic
concentrations in dirt.
The testing also looks at
bio-availability, which
means the form the lead
and arsenic are in.
Both lead and arsenic
SEE SUPERFUND, 2B

Orthopedics
Sports Injuries • Joint Replacement
Ligament Surgery • Spine Surgery

Find your

Orthopedic Surgeon at our NEW Orthopedic Center.

Dr. Likes, Dr. Davis, Dr. Thomas, Dr. FitzPatrick,
Dr. Porter, Dr. Ritter

Schedule your appointment today
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Comments open on Seat belt drive clicks
PCC dental program Locally, 46 citations handed out
BY RYAN SEVERANCE

THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

Pueblo Community
College Dental Assisting and Dental Hygiene
programs are scheduled
for an accrediting site
visit review Sept. 16-18.
In accordance with
Commission on Dental
Accreditation policies
and procedures, the
programs are soliciting
third-party comments
from interested parties
such as faculty, students, program administrators, commission
consultants, specialty

and dental related organizations, patients, and/
or consumers.
All comments submitted must pertain only to
the standards relative
to the particular program being reviewed or
policies and procedures
used in the commission’s accreditation
process.
In fairness to the accredited programs, all
comments relative to
programs being visited
will be due in the commission office no later
than 60 days prior to
each program’s site visit

to allow time for the
program to respond.
The deadline of 60
days for receipt of thirdparty comments to the
commission office is
July 16. A copy of the
appropriate accreditation standards and/
or the Commission’s
Evaluation and Operational Policies and
Procedures on thirdparty comments may be
obtained by contacting
the commission at 211 E.
Chicago Ave., Chicago,
IL 60611, or by calling
800-621-8099, ext. 4653.
city@chieftain.com

this year’s On Values
Speaker Series in real
time from its website
(americanvaluescenter.
org) to citizens throughout the country.

prosperity, including
those areas affecting
its health and wellness,
kids and adults, natural
resources, schools and
employers.

LOCAL BRIEFS
Next ‘On Values’
set Wednesday
The Center for
American Values will
continue its On Values
Speaker Series scheduled at 4 p.m. Wednesday with retired United
States Marine Corps Lt.
Michael Strobl. The presentation titled “Taking
Chance” will take place
in the center’s main
gallery and is free and
open to the public.
Strobl enlisted in the
Marine Corps in 1983
and then was commissioned as an officer in
1987 serving in Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait as an
artillery platoon commander during Operation Desert Storm. After
retiring he accepted a
position as an operations research analyst in
the Office of the Secretary of Defense (Cost
Assessment and Program Evaluation). He
currently works at the
Pentagon.
Strobl’s personal
memoir entitled “Taking Chance” chronicles
his escort mission for
a fallen Marine named
Chance Phelps. The
HBO ﬁlm was nominated for both an Academy
Award and an Emmy.
Reserved seating is
available to the ﬁrst
75 people who RSVP
to 543-9502. The center also is streaming
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Pueblo law enforcement and law enforcement agencies throughout
the state were busy cracking down on drivers and
passengers not wearing
seat belts last month as
part of a campaign put on
by the Colorado Department of Transportation.
The Pueblo Police
Department said they
handed out 46 citations
for seat-belt violations
during CDOT’s May Click
it or Ticket seat-belt
enforcement period from
May 11 through May 31.
The 46 citations written
for seat-belt violations
made up 14 percent of
the number of violations
written by the police
department during the
enforcement period, according to Sgt. Howard

Jackson.
“Random compliance surveys prior to
the campaign indicated
about 73 percent seat-belt
compliance,” Jackson
said. “Unfortunately, the
post enforcement survey indicates that when
people know the Click it
or Ticket enforcement is
over they revert back to
their poor habits and only
65 percent are seat-belt
compliant.”
The Pueblo County
Sheriff’s Office issued
52 citations for seat-belt
violations during the
campaign.
Other offenses motorists were cited for here
during the campaign
included driving with no
license or a suspended
license, speeding and
careless driving among
other infractions.
CDOT said 6,942 people were cited throughout

the state during the campaign for not buckling up.
“In 2013, 62 lives in
Colorado could have been
saved if all unrestrained
passenger vehicle occupants 5 and older had
been properly restrained,”
said Darrell Lingk, director of CDOT’s office of
transportation safety.
“Increased enforcement
periods like the May
mobilization effort serve
as a strong reminder to
motorists that you should
always buckle up, no matter where you are or how
far you’re traveling.”
According to CDOT,
studies show that seat
belts reduce serious injuries and deaths in crashes
by about 50 percent.
CDOT said another
seat-belt enforcement period will focus on driving
at night and will occur
July 20-26.
ryans@chieftain.com
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Gabriel
Garcia, 10,
sits still
while having
his face
painted at
the fun day
at the park
in Eastwood
Heights on
Saturday.

Public forum on UV Splash set
pot Thursday
for July 17
Citizens of Pueblo
are invited to a public
forum featuring a panel
of local experts on the
costs and harms of
today’s marijuana on
Pueblo’s health, public
safety and social services.
The meeting is scheduled at 6 p.m. Thursday
in the fourth-ﬂoor Ryals
Room at the Robert
Hoag Rawlings Public
Library, 100 E. Abriendo
Ave.
The panel will present the latest information as well as answer
questions concerning the provisions of
Amendment 64, which
allow cities to opt in or
opt out of recreational
marijuana sales. Each
presentation will last
10-15 minutes followed
by a public question and
answer period.
The event is free to
the public and is presented by a coalition of
Pueblo citizens working to provide sciencebased information from
independent experts on
marijuana’s impact on
Pueblo’s welfare and

Registration is open
for Pueblo’s ﬁrst UV
Splash 5K Fun Run
scheduled for July 17.
The UV Splash is
an untimed 5K night
run where dashers get
sprayed every mile with
UV water under blacklights. The UV water
is 100 percent nontoxic
UV dye and water.
The registration fee
for this event is $45 per
individual, $35 per team
member, $85 for family of three (plus $15 for
each family member
after that) and children
5 and under are free.
Every paid dasher gets a
white T-shirt, dash bib,
temporary tattoo and
glow gear.
Participants can pick
up their packets beginning at 7 p.m. and the
race starts at 9 p.m. The
UV Color Explosion
will take place at 10:15
p.m. and participants
will be able to celebrate
while enjoying food
provided by Buffalo
Wild Wings.
To register, visit cd5k.
com.
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heading over to the food
line. “They love to read
so this is a very nice
thing to have.”
State Rep. Clarice
Navarro, R-Pueblo, concurred.
“This is what the East
Side community is all
about,” Navarro said.
“It’s an honor to represent these people.”
In addition to
strengthening the community bond, Jaramillo
said he wants Mama’s
Fun Day to be a catalyst
for creating a better
relationship with law
enforcement. To that
end, several police ofﬁcers were on hand to
mingle with children,

answer questions, pose
for pictures and show
off the inside of an SUV
police vehicle.
“Look at that officer
surrounded by all those
smiling children,” a
beaming Jaramillo said.
“That’s what this day is
all about.”
The importance of education, Jaramillo added,
also was stressed.
“That’s why we are
giving away the free
books. If parents want
their children to be successful, they must teach
them to read and love
books.”
In addition to Mama’s
Fun Day, the Jaramillo
family also sponsors

Christmas stocking and
back-to-school backpack
giveaways, neighborhood cleanups and other
benevolent ventures.
In honor of the woman
whose charity continues
to inspire them, members of the Jaramillo
family let loose a cluster of pink, purple and
white balloons to start
the day.
“My mother was born
into poverty, the youngest of 10 children,” Alcon
said. “She knew what it
was like to be hungry
and go without. That’s
why she always felt the
desire to give, give, give to
everyone.”
jpompia@chieftain.com
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occur naturally in the
environment. But the
hot temperatures of a
metal smelting process
can weld the toxic lead
particles to other slag
materials so that it isn’t
as loose or available to
be eaten or absorbed by
people.
Which is one reason
the cleanup standards
can vary between Superfund sites.
Over a decade ago at
the Vasquez Boulevard
Superfund site in Den-

ver, five communities
were involved in getting toxins and metals
out of their yards in a
4-square-mile, heavily
industrial area. Initially,
EPA recommended a
screening level of 540
ppm for lead but the
communities pushed
back, wanting the
cleaner standard of 400
ppm.
“It is possible the
final cleanup at the
Colorado Smelter site
could be lower than

the 400 ppm screening level EPA currently
uses,” Forrest wrote
in an email exchange
about the yard testing
in Pueblo.
A final cleanup
standard won’t be
determined until EPA
has finished testing a
representational sample
of all the yards in the
study zone.
Another factor is
the federal government is lowering again
its standard on what

constitutes a dangerous
reportable level of lead
in human blood.
The federal Centers
for Disease Control
used to measure the
health risk of lead
to children by saying that blood tests
showing more than 10
micrograms of lead
per deciliter had to be
reported. The CDC is
now recommending half
that amount, 5 micrograms, as the reportable
amount for children.

HENSON/from page 1B _______________________________________________
instantaneous prurient
voyeurism at the expense
of in-depth research, and
inanities such as neighbors being interviewed
about a mass murder
suspect saying: “He was
always such a nice kid,
I don’t know what happened.’
The phrase “need to
know” should be followed
by the word ‘truth’ rather
than the word ‘now!’ It
could save a lot of apologetic backtracking and
embarrassment.
. . . In short, be a leader
not a follower. Drag the
glitzy talking heads up
to your level rather than
stooping to theirs.
Stay the course . . . avoid
the media pack. They are
not journalists; they are
news readers.
Case in point, during
one of their chatty moments before breaking
for commercials, a local
reader actually said (or

read): “When we come
back we’ll see ﬁreﬁghters training to save lives
‘when it matters most.’ ”
uhhhhhhhhhhhhh
They are clueless when
it comes to real news and
journalistic ethics. I think
they truly believe they
are competing with social
media, that thinking gets
in the way of the truth and
doing the right thing.
I just ﬁnished reading
your editorial about the
media naming victims of
incest. I completely agree
that The Chieftain should
NOT change its policy in
any way just because other
media outlets release the
names of victims.
The Chieftain shows
that it has integrity and
sensitivity to the victims
by not releasing names. In
this day and age, someone
intent on discovering the
names of the victims can
easily search online for
that information if they

absolutely must know.
Please do not change
your policy. I enjoy The
Chieftain just the way it is.
It is refreshing to have a
newspaper with principles
and a conscience in our
society.
I can only say that the
day The Pueblo Chieftain
tailors its standards to that
of television news will be a
sad day for all of us.
Thanks to all of you who
took the time to write or
call.
In fairness, I do think
local TV stations most of
the time do a good job,
and they are very good
when covering breaking
news like bad weather.
But I think the pressure
of having to get the news
ﬁrst, and to get it out there
ﬁrst on Facebook, Twitter
and on their websites, then
on the air as soon as possible in order to get ratings,
has created a climate that

restricts careful consideration of consequences.
We likewise work hard
to get things as quickly as
possible. But we do not
choose ﬁrst over what is
right.
In this era of so many
so-called news sources,
we are striving to be the
source that you can count
on, not just to report the
news but to explain it
in great detail; to get it
right; to always consider
whether we must report
details that will be devastating to real people who
live in our community.
Thanks for writing. And
thanks for reaffirming
what seemed to me to be
an obvious policy to have
in place.
Steve Henson is The
Pueblo Chieftain’s managing editor. He can be
reached at 544-0006, ext.
410; at shenson@chieftain.
com; on Twitter @SteveHensonME.

When federal health
officials did voluntary
blood and urine tests in
the Eilers neighborhood
18 months ago, six families were confidentially
notified afterward that
they had children with
reportable lead levels.
The specific results of
that screening have not
been released yet.
It could be assumed
that lowering the blood
level again would only
increase the number
of families in the study

zone with reportable
levels of lead.
Forrest said EPA is
reviewing its lead standard in light of the CDC
recommendations.
“After EPA completes
this evaluation and
determines the need
for a new lead policy,
it is possible that the
screening levels for lead
in soils may be lower in
the future,” she wrote.
proper@chieftain.com
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